SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
Compulsory Vaccination. In the early
days of vaccination, when smallpox still
raged, people needed no urging to be
vaccinated. They knew only too well
the nature of the danger that threatened
them; a danger ever present, and one
against which, until Jenner's discovery,
they had found no means of protection.
Vaccination then was not only volun-
tary, it was eagerly sought. Through
this general but individual desire for
escape from the plague there gradually
arose group immunity3 and eventually
state-wide or country-wide immunity*
As the communal immunity increased,
smallpox decreased. Epidemic outbreaks
diminished in severity and extent, and
the disease became limited to the unvac-
cinated, and in its milder form to some
of those who had outgrown their pre-
vious immunity. As a demonstration of
the efficacy of vaccination, wherever
generally practised, the proof was com-
plete and convincing,
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